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Right after the end of the First World War, an intense political activity emerged that led to the
formation of international organizations, aiming to lead nations to a better understanding of
and closer cooperation with each other, thus creating a climate of optimism about the
prevalence of peace on a global scale. In the Balkans, this movement and climate is reflected,
at first, in the bilateral Balkan treaties of cooperation and friendship and, later (in the 1930s) in
broader Balkan collaborations, the revival of the idea of a Balkan federation, and the Balkan
Treaty (1934). The seminar aims to explore these projects of Balkan understanding and
cooperation, which were not only political/governmental initiatives, but also initiatives of social
groups and agents as well as various collectivities. In the weekly meetings students will study
and critically approach texts from relevant literature, which present this dense and complex
movement, and undertake the task to explore and present, in a written essay and oral

presentation, specific socio-political initiatives and forms of cooperation.
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Abstract



The seminar focuses on the reception of the Ottoman past in Greek historiography and in
cultural fields such as literature and cinema. Students are invited to study, comment on and
discuss scholarly books and articles, literary works and a film and to identify stable features and
changing attitudes in terms of both the fields of academic and public history and a
chronological point of view. Alongside the Greek case, the Turkish case is examined in order to
draw conclusions about the attitudes of two nation states and societies, one of which sees the

Ottoman Empire primarily as a foreign yoke and the other as its national heritage.

Language in which classes are held: English

Schedule

Week 1: /ntroduction

Week 2: Historiography on memory

Week 3: Greek historiography

Week 4: The Greek War of Independence

Week 5: Hidden school (Kpupo ZX0AEL0)

Week 6: Discussion I: Nikos Sigalas — Panagiotis Stathis
Week 7: Space. monuments, heritage

Week 8: The Ottoman Empire in Turkey

Week 9: Discussion Il: Zeynep Aydogan — Shirine Hamadeh
Week 10: Literature

Week 11: Ginema

Week 12: Film screening

Week 13: £ssay presentation and discussion
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