Undergraduate courses abstracts | Spring semester 2022-2023

Department of History & Archaeology

AlX 501: Athenian democracy (Lecture course) | Associate Professor Kostas Vlassopoulos
The subject of this course is the political system of ancient Athens. The course will examine
Athenian democracy as a complex set of political institutions, practices, and ideologies, and
will emphasize both the coherence of this system and the important contradictions it
presented. Equally important will be an examination of the relationship of the Athenian
political system to the social, economic, and cultural context of the period. Finally, particular
attention will be paid to the role of ordinary citizens in the historical development of Athenian

democracy.
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BIX 504: Late Antiquity: A world transformed (3rd - 7th century AD) (Lecture course) |

Assistant Professor Demetrios Kyritses

The course will follow the main historic developments that marked the end of Antiquity in the

Roman world. It will unfold along the following broad thematic units:

-Introduction to Late Antiquity: time and space
-From anarchy to autocracy. The third-century crisis and the transformation of the Roman

state.



-Romans and barbarians. How the imperium collapsed.
-Philosophy and religion in Late Antiquity

-The imposition of Christianity

-Economy and society until the 6th century

-Acetics and holy men: the new heroes

-The age of Justinian

-The collapse of urban centers. Moving towards the Middle Ages.

BIX 403: Byzantine Historiography, 12th — 15th Centuries: Content and Goals (Lecture

course) | Assistant Professor Konstantinos Moustakas

Syllabus

Authors: Michael Attaliates, Nikephoros Bryennios, Anna Komnene, John Zonaras,
Constantine Manasses, Niketas Choniates, Theodore Skoutariotes, George Akropolites,
George Pachymeres, Nikephoros Gregoras, John Kantakouzenos, Anonymous Bulgarian
Chronicle, Kannanos, Doukas, Laonikos Chalkokondyles, Michael Kritoboulos, Gennadios
Themes: - historiography as a literary genre, - intellectual history and the chronicle, -
influences: classical models and the Christian worldview, - the quest for impartiality and its
limits, - historical causation
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KAP 120: Geometric and Archaic Greece (Lecture course) | Associate Professor Dimitrios

Bosnakis



Lectures offer an interpretative synthesis of the Geometric and Archaic Greek culture (1100 —
480 BC), the formative era of the so-called Dark Age which achieved its first florescence in the
Archaic period. Dealing with the art and architecture of these periods, lectures attempt to
place these subjects in their historical, social, and literary contexts. With the accent on the
visual world of Early Greek culture, origins of all sorts of momentous developments constitute
a central point of research, for during this long period representational and narrative art,
monumental sculpture and architecture, (epic and lyric) poetry, the city-state (polis), tyranny
and early democracy, and natural philosophy were all born.
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KAP 306: Cycles of greek heroes (Seminar) | Associate Professor Dimitrios Bosnakis
Seminar examine the iconographic manners of greek art, from 6th to 4thc. BC, in rendering
cycles of stories clustered around particular heroes (genealogy and deeds), and their

important function in local societies for constructing strong identity and values.
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