
Short description of graduate courses, spring semester of academic year 2019-2020

PSP: ANCIENT MEDITERRANEAN WORLD: HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY
Course: ΑΜΚ-ΚΑΡ147 Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsHellenistic Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsand Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsRoman Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextspottery Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsin Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsvotive Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsor Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsburial Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextscontexts
Lecturer: Nikolas Dimakis, Academic Scholar

Summary
Even though at  death identity and social  status  may undergo major  changes,  by
studying  funerary  customs  we  can  greatly  gain  in  the  understanding  of  a
community’s  social  structure,  distribution  of  wealth  and  property,  degree  of
flexibility  or  divisiveness  in  the  apportionment  of  power.  With  its  great  regional
diversity  and variety  of  community  forms and networks,  ancient  Greece offers  a
unique  context  for  exploring,  through  the  burial  evidence,  how  communities
developed. 
The seminar aims for students to explore novel thematic and interdisciplinary ways
of analysis (e.g. temporal, regional, intra- or inter-regional, local, structural) in which
funerary contexts provide insights on individuals,  social  groups and communities.
Themes that will be addressed include issues of territoriality, the reconstruction of
social roles of particular groups of people (e.g. children, women, the elderly, elite or
non-elite individuals), and the impact that major historical events (e.g. war, famine,
urbanization, synoecism) may have had on the way individuals or specific groups of
individuals treated their dead. Emphasis will be given on burial offerings, especially
on vase offerings. The latter with their degree of preservation, quality of making, but
also with their allocation in specific places in the grave in relation to the deceased or
to  themselves,  they  usually  provide  the  only  preserved  testimony  of  the  ritual
performed at the time of burial.

Selected Bibliography  

Theory Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextson Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsthe Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsarchaeology Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsof Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsdeath Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsand Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsburial
Chapman,  R.  –  I.  Kinnes  –  Kl.  Randsborg,  Kl.  (eds.)  The  Archaeology  of  Death.

Cambridge 1981.
Davies, D.J. 2002. Death, Ritual and Belief: the Rhetoric of Funerary Rites. London

2002.
Humphreys, S.C. – H. King (eds.) Mortality and Immortality: the Anthropology and

Archaeology of Death. London 1981.
Huntington, P. – P. Metcalf. Celebrations of Death: the Anthropology of Mortuary

Ritual (2nd ed.). Cambridge 1991.
Pearson, M.P. The Archaeology of Death and Burial. Stroud 1999.
van Gennep, A. The Rites of Passage (trans. M.B. Vizedom – G.L. Caffee). Chicago

1960.

Death Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsand Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsburial Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsin Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsthe Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsGreek Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsWorld
Alexiou, M. The Ritual Lament in Greek Tradition. London 1974.
Andronikos, M. Totenkult. Göttingen 1968.
Bourbou,  Ch.  «The  imprint  of  emotions  surrounding  the  death  of  children  in

antiquity». In: A. Chaniotis – P. Ducrey (eds), Unveiling Emotions II. Stuttgart
2013.

1



Dimakis, N. – T.M.Dijkstra (eds). Mortuary Variability and Social Diversity in Ancient
Greece. Studies on Ancient Greek Death and Burial. Oxford 2020.

Dimakis,  N.  Burial  and  Commemoration  of  Children  in  Hellenistic  Greece.  In:  H.
Frielinghaus – J. Stroszeck – P. Valavanis (eds), Griechishe Nekropolen. Neue
Forschugen und Funde (Beiträge zur Archäologie Griechenlands 5),  287-306.
Möhnesee 2019.

Dimakis, N. «The Display of Individual Status in the Burials of Classical and Hellenistic
Argos». In: H. Cavanagh – W.G. Cavanagh – J. Roy (eds), Honouring the Dead in
the Peloponnese, Proceedings of the International Conference held at Sparta in
April  2009.  CSPS  Online  Publication  2.  Nottingham  2009
(http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/csps/open-source/hounouring-the-dead.aspx.)

Dimakis,  N.  «Ancient  Greek  Deathscapes».  Journal  of  Eastern  Mediterranean
Archaeology and Heritage Studies 3: 27-41. 2015

Dimakis,  N.  Social  Identity  and  Status  in  the  Classical  and  Hellenistic  Northern
Peloponnese: The Evidence from Burials. Oxford 2016. 

Dimakis, N. «Women’s share in status display: some observations on female burials».
In: R. Berg (ed.) The Material Sides of Marriage, 87-92. Acta Instituti Romani
Finlandiae 43. Rome 2016.

Garland, R. The Greek Way of Death. Ithaca 1985.
Houby-Nielsen, S. «Child burials in Athens». In: J. Sofaer Derevenski (ed.), Children

and Material Culture, 151-66. London 2000.
Houby-Nielsen, S. «Grave gifts, women, and conventional values».  Στο: P. Bilde– T.

Engberg-Pedersen – L. Hannestad – J. Zahle (eds), Conventional Values of the
Hellenistic Greeks, 220-62. Aarhus 1997.

Johnston, S. Restless dead: Encounters Between the Living and the Dead in Ancient
Greece. Los Angeles 1999. 

Kurtz, D.C. – J. Boardman. Greek Burial Customs. London 1971.
Morris, I.  Burial and Ancient Society. The Rise of the Greek City-State. Cambridge

1987.
Morris, I. Death-Ritual and Social Structure in Classical Antiquity. Cambridge 1992.
Rohde,  E.  1925.  Psyche:  The  Cult  of  Souls  and  Belief  in  Immortality  Among  the

Greeks. London 1925.
Seremetakis, N. 1991. The Last Word. Women, Death, and Divination in Inner Mani.

Chicago 1991.
Sourvinou-Inwood,  C.  1995.  “Reading”  Greek  Death:  to  the  End  of  the  Classical

Period. Oxford 1995.
Toynbee, J.M.C. Death and Burial in the Roman World. New York 1971.
Χριστοπούλου, Β. – Ν. Δημάκης – Κ. Ξανθόπουλος. «Ένας Μνημειακός Τάφος των

Αυτοκρατορικών  Χρόνων  στο  Ψαλίδι  της  Πόλης  Κω:  αρχιτεκτονική  μορφή,
χρήση και  έθιμα ταφής».  In:  V.  Di  Napoli  –  F.  Camia – V.  Evangelidis  –  D.
Grigoropoulos – D. Rogers – S. Vlizos (eds),  What’s New in Roman Greece?
Recent  Work  on the Greek Mainland and the Islands  in  the Roman Period
(Meletemata 80), 537-553. Athens 2018. (in Greek)

2



PSP: BYZANTINE AND MEDIEVAL STUDIES
Course: The Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextsMediterranean, Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contexts1300-1600: Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextschange, Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextscontinuity, Hellenistic and Roman pottery in votive or burial contextstransitions
Lecturer: Eleni Sakellariou, Assistant Professor

Summary
This seminar course will discuss aspects of Mediterranean history in the transition
from the late Middle Ages to the Early Modern Period. We will take as our starting
point the hierarchy of major Mediterranean ports, and their pivotal role in creating a
unified space of economic, political and cultural exchange as the Middle Ages waned.
But together with the Middle Ages, the political and economic importance of the
Mediterranean also declined, and the challenge is to understand what caused this
change in the Early Modern Period. To achieve this, we will discuss the interaction of
the traditional Mediterranean centres of economic prosperity and political  power
with the Empires of the time and with other European countries. We will place the
Mediterranean in the wider context of world economic developments, but also of
ecological change (this is a period of significant climate change, known as the Little
Ice  Age).  Students  will  also  be  invited  to  reflect  upon  the  Mediterranean  as  a
destination for travellers, from pilgrims, merchants and mercenaries in the Middle
Ages,  to  the  northern  European  elites  in  the  age  of  the  “Grand  Tour”,  to  mass
tourism  in  the  20th century.  The  aim  is  to  provide  students  with  a  key  to
understanding the passage of the Mediterranean into modern times.
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