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ΑΙΣ 507: The Peloponnesian War and the history of the fifth century BCE (Lecture course) 

| Associate Professor Kostas Vlassopoulos 

This course focuses on the study of the Peloponnesian War (431-404 BCE). Through the history 

of this war, both the basic characteristics and trends of Greek history of the 5th century will be 

examined, as well as the work and thought of the main source for the study of the war, namely 

Thucydides. Important topics that will be discussed in considerable detail are the history of 

Athens and Sparta, the system of Greek international relations, warfare on land and sea, the 

relationship between the Peloponnesian War and religion and culture, and the consequences 

of the war for ancient Greek history. 

 

 

ΑΙΣ 348: Social crises and struggles in antiquity (Seminar) | Associate Professor Kostas 

Vlassopoulos 

The subject of this course is the study of social crises and conflicts in the ancient world. The 

course will examine the various causes of social crises (political, social, economic, religious) and 

the forms of conflict that gave rise to these crises. The course will cover a wide chronological 

range, from the archaic era to late antiquity. Its main concern will be to highlight the complex 

social structure of ancient societies and the ways in which this complexity created crises and 

produced specific forms of conflict. 

 

 

ΒΙΣ 504: The Crusades (Lecture course) | Assistant Professor Demetrios Kyritses 

The crusader movement affected the lives of millions, and brought for the first time Western 

Christendom, the Byzantine world and the world of Islam into close contact and, more often 

than not, violent confrontation. The Crusades set in motion or shaped several political, 

economic and cultural developments that radically changed those three societies. During the 

course, we will examine the basic traits of the crusading phenomenon and interpretations that 

have been proposed; we will follow some of the most important consequences of the 

Crusades; particular emphasis will be placed in the way the Crusades shaped the relations 

between Western Europe and the Byzantine Empire, as a movement that was conceived as aid 

to the Eastern Christians led to the capture and sack of the most important Christian capital, 

Constantinople, in 1204.  

Course requirements are a mid-term exam on October 25 and a final exam. Erasmus students 

have the option of taking the exams in English. For bibliography in English, students should 

contact the instructor. 



2 

 

 

 

ΒΙΣ 628: The Last Century of Byzanttium, 1354-1453 (Lecture course) | Assistant Professor 

Konstantinos Moustakas 

Syllabus 

This lecture investigates the developments of the last century of the byzantine state (1354-

1453), which is conceived not arbitrarily in terms of periodization but in response to historic 

developments that established a new historic context. This context is marked by the 

repercussions of the Ottoman ascent that became a danger of an existentialist nature for 

Byzantium. In this respect, the lecture investigates the internal developments in Byzantium, in 

terms of the political affairs and social developments, in relation to the external situation, 

mostly in response to the Ottoman factor and the relations with the western powers. 

Bibliography 

- Lopez, R.E., Byzance face aux Ottomans. Exercice du pouvoir et contrôle du territoire 

sous les derniers Paléologues (milieu xive-milieu xve siècle), Παρίσι 2014. 

- Lowry, H.W., Η φύση του πρώιμου οθωμανικού κράτους, Αθήνα 2004 [Νέα Υόρκη 2003]. 

- Necipoglu, N., Byzantium between the Ottomans and the Latins. Politics and Society 

in the late empire, Cambridge 2009 

- Nicol, D.M., Το τέλος της βυζαντινής αυτοκρατορίας, Αθήνα 1997 [Λονδίνο 1979]. 

- Nicol, D.M., Οι Τελευταίοι Αιώνες του Βυζαντίου, 1261 – 1453, Αθήνα 1996 [Cambridge 

1993]. 

- Ostrogorski, G., Ιστορία του Βυζαντινού Κράτους, τ. 3, Αθήνα 1981 [Μόναχο 1963]. 

 

 

IMX 231: Europe at the Age of Discovery, 14th-16th centuries (Lecture course) | 

Associate Professor Eleni Sakellariou 

This lecture course examines, based on recent scholarship and primary sources, the social, 

economic and cultural factors that led, as early as the first half of the 14th century, if not 

earlier, the peoples of Mediterranean and then northern Europe to seek ways of expanding 

their territory and activities in foreign, relatively or totally unknown areas. The age of discovery 

is closely linked to the development of international trade, long-distance navigation and 

related technology; it is also directly relevant to the phenomenon of colonialism. It is therefore 

appropriate to see it from the outset in the context of the mobility and travel of Europeans, 

and to place it in the perspective of global history. 

 

 

IMX 328: Crisis and restructuring in late medieval Europe (Seminar) | Associate Professor 

Eleni Sakellariou 
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In the late Middle Ages, Europe was tested by a series of crises, through which a process of 

restructuring began that largely paved the way for early modern times. The aim of the seminar 

is to explore important aspects of both crises and transitions in order to understand the 

transformation of European society and economy on the threshold of modern times. This 

objective will be approached through sub-modules, such as:  

- Political developments 

- Institutional issues 

- Demography, epidemics and climate 

- Social issues  

- Economy, trade, proto-industrialisation 

- Identities, diversities, minorities, heresies 

- Europe and the World 

 

 

ΠΠΔΕ/ΙΝΧ 157: Secondary Education in the Western World, Nineteenth to Twentieth 

Centuries (Lecture course) | Associate Professor Katerina Dalakoura 

The course examines and analyses the emergence, development and expansion of secondary 

education in Europe from 18th to the 20th century, as well as its role in the formation of 

nation-states and modern societies. Secondary education systems/“models” of different 

European countries or regions (England, France, Germany, Russia, European South, Balkan 

countries) will be presented focusing on commonalities and divergences analyzed in 

association with the nation-state and modern society formation process, on the one hand, and 

the particular historical conditions of each national case or particular geographical region (e.g. 

European south, Balkans), on the other. 

 

 

INX 352: Fascism and Youth (1936-1940) (Seminar) | Associate Professor Katerina 

Dalakoura 

The seminar explores the mechanisms of influencing youth by Metaxas regime (youth press, 

parades-public celebrations, sports, youth fascist organization -EON-, education, etc.) to 

spread the fascist ideology and create a massive social base of support to the regime. The 

ideology of the August 4th (Metaxas) regime, the relationships with the fascist/totalitarian 

regimes of the period in Europe, and the analogies to the position of youth in their politics, are 

aspects of the seminar subject that will be explored. 

 

 

ΠΑΡ 170: Prehistoric archaeology III-Early Bronze Age, Thu 17.30-20.30 (Lecture course) | 

Assistant Professor Artemis Karnava 

The course topic is the discipline of prehistoric archaeology, as it is practiced in Greece, and 

focuses on the archaeology of the geographical space occupied by today’s Greece. An 
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additional goal of the course is to function as an introduction to the 3rd mill. BC and its 

archaeological evidence, which will be used to showcase how archaeological narratives are 

created.  

Greek prehistoric archaeology spans from the first human steps to the end of the 2nd mill. BC. 

The course includes a general introduction to the history and methods of the discipline for the 

whole of this period, it will however focus in its last section, the so-called Bronze Age (BA), and 

most notably the 3rd mill. BC, the Early Bronze Age (EBA). 

 

 

ΠΑΡ 302: Bronze Age Pottery, Fr 11.30-14.30 (Seminar) | Assistant Professor Artemis 

Karnava 

The seminar will focus on Bronze Age pottery (3200-1200 BC). Pottery fragments, the so-called 

potsherds in archaeological jargon, as well as whole vases, when we are fortunate enough to 

recover them as complete specimens during excavations: they are among the most numerous, 

but also of fundamental importance archaeological finds. Why and how pottery is seminal to 

the discipline of archaeology is what the discussions and the seminar essays will deal with.  

The student essays, maintaining their emphasis on Bronze Age pottery, will include discussions 

on the role(s) and importance of the pottery in past societies; pottery technology and 

technological requirements for its manufacture; pottery studies in archaeology (typology-

dating); what the pots tell us about the potters, but also about the societies these people lived 

and created in. 

 

 

ΚΑΡ 316: Religious experience and healing cult of Asclepios: monumental 

sanctuaries, votives and recorded iamata (Seminar) | Associate Professor Dimitrios 

Bosnakis 

The overall aim of the seminar is to examine the cult of Asklepios in the Mediterranean world 

(introduction, spread and popularity), the monumental form of the Asklepieia, and the 

typology of the buildings for ritual and cure. This seminar will consider both religious and 

medical aspects of healing, providing the main sources (archeological evidence and testimonia) 

for understanding the practice of ancient medicine, the “schools”, the profile and the social 

status of a physician (itinerants and public physicians). Particular attention is given to the case 

of Kos. 

Literature 

Aleshire, S.B. 1989. The Athenian Asklepieion: the People, their Dedications, and 

the Inventories. Amsterdam: J.C. Gieben. 

Aleshire, S.B. 1991. Asklepios at Athens: Epigraphic and Prosopographic Essays 

on the Athenian Healing Cults. Amsterdam: J.C. Gieben. 

Aston, E. 2004. “Asclepius and the Legacy of Thessaly.” CQ 54, 18‑32. 
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Chr. und zur vorhippokratischen Medizin. Basel: Archaologischer Verlag in Basel AG. 

Burkert, Walter, trans. John Raffan. Greek Religion. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard 

University Press, 1985. (originally 1977). 

Clinton, K. 1994. “The Epidauria and the Arrival of Asclepius in Athens.” In 

Ancient Greek Cult Practice from the Epigraphical Evidence, Proceedings of 

the Second International Seminar on Ancient Greek Cult, Athens, 1991, edited 

by R. Hagg, 17‑34. SkrAth 8°, 13. Stockholm: Svenska Institutet i 

Athen, distribution Paul Astroms Forlag, 

Cole, S.G. 1988. “The Uses of Water in Greek Sanctuaries.” In Early Greek 

Cult Practice, Proceedings of the Fifth International Symposium at the Swedish 
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& G.C. Nordquist, 160‑5. SkrAth 4°, 38. Stockholm: Svenska Institutet i 

Athen, distribution Paul Astroms Forlag. 

Croissant, F. 1986. “Epione.” LIMC 3: 807‑9. 

Croissant, F. 1990. “Hygieia.” LIMC 5: 554‑72. 

Edelstein, Emma J. and Ludwig Edelstein. Asclepius: Collection and Interpretation of the 

Testimonies, Volume II. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1945. (1998). 

Gantz, Timothy. Early Greek Myth: A Guide to Literary and Artistic Sources, Volume 1. Johns 

Hopkins University Press, 1993.  

Garland, Robert. Introducing New Gods: The Politics of Athenian Religion. London: Gerald 

Duckworth and Co., Ltd, 1992.  

Hausmann, U. 1948. Kunst und Heiltum. Untersuchungen zu den griechischen 

Asklepios-reliefs. Potsdam: Eduard Stichnote. 

Holtzmann, B. 1984. “Asklepios.” LIMC 2: 863‑97. 

Kerenyi, C. Asklepios: Archetypal Image of the Physician's Existence. London: Thames and 
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Krug, A. 1985. Heilkunst und Heilkult. Medizin in der Antike. Beck’s Archaologische Bibliothek. 

Munich: C.H. Beck. 

Kutsch, F. 1913. Attische Heilgotter und Heilheroen. Religionsgeschichtliche 

Versuche und Vorarbeiten 12:3. Gie.en: Alfred Topelmann. 

 Lawton, C. 1999 “Votive Reliefs and Popular Religion in the Athenian Agora: 

The Case of Asklepios and Hygieia.” In Classical Archaeology towards the 
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Third Millennium: Reflections and Perspectives: Proceedings of the XVth International Congress 

of Classical Archaeology, Amsterdam, July 12‑17, 1998, 

edited by R.F. Docter & E.M. Moormann, 232‑4. Allard Pierson Series, 

Studies in Ancient Civilization 12. Amsterdam: Allard Pierson Museum. 

Leventi, I. 2003. Hygieia in Classical Greek Art. Archaiognosia, Suppl. 2. Athens: 

University of Athens, Faculty of Philosophy, distribution Kardamitsa 

Editions. 

JOHN MA,The Inventory SE G XXVI 139, and the Athenian Asklepieion 

Medicina e società nel mondo antico (ed. Arnaldo Marcone), 2006. 

Martin, R. & H. Metzger. 1949. “Recherches d’architecture et de topographie 

a l’Asclepieion d’Athenes.” BCH 73: 316‑50. 

Maria Elena Gorrini et Milena Melfi, L’archéologie des cultes guérisseurs 

Quelques observations, Kernos 15 (2002), 247-265. 

Melfi, M. 2003. “I santuari di Asclepio in Grecia.” Ph.D. diss.: University of 

Messina. 

Melfi, M. 2007. I santuari di Asclepio in Grecia. I. StArch 157. Roma: L’Erma di 

Bretschneider. 

Milena Melfi, Lost Sculptures from the Asklepieion of Lebena, Creta antica 10/11, 2009, 607-

617. 

M. Melfi, Rebuilding the myth of Asklepios at the sanctuary of Epidauros in the Roman period, 

329-340. in: ROMAN PELOPONNESE III. 

Milena Melfi, Ritual Spaces and Performances in the Asklepieia of Roman Greede, BSA 105, 

2010, 317-338. 

M. Melfi, Butrinto: da santuario di Asclepio a centro federale, I processi formativi ed evolutivi 

della città in area adriatica (2012), (A cura di G. de Marinis, G.M. Fabrini, G. Paci, R. Perna, M. 

Silvestrini), BAR International Series 2419, 2012. [Milena Melfi, The Sanctuary of Asclepius (at 

Butrint), 17-32]. 

Sofoklis Alevridis and Milena Melfi, New Archaeological and Topographical Observations on 

the Sanctuary of Asklepios in Alipheira (Arcadia), 

Mikalson, Jon D. Athenian Popular Religion. Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 

1983.  

Parke, H. W. Festivals of the Athenians. London: Thames and Hudson, 1977.  

Parker, Robert. Athenian Religion: A History. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996.  
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Parker, Robert. Miasma: Pollution and Purification in Early Greek Religion. Oxford: Clarendon 

Press, 1983.  

Price, Simon. Religions of the Ancient Greeks. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999.  

Riethmuller, J.W. 1996. “Die Tholos und das Ei. Zur Deutung der Thymele 

von Epidauros.” Nikephoros 9, 71‑109. 

Riethmuller, J.W. 1999. “Bothros and Tetrastyle: The Heroon of Asclepius at 

Athens.” In Ancient Greek Hero Cult, Proceedings of the Fifth International 

Classical Archaeology and Ancient History, edited by R. Hagg, 123‑43. 

SkrAth 8°, 16. Stockholm: Svenska Institutet i Athen, distribution Paul 

Astroms Forlag. 

Riethmuller, J. 2005. Asklepios: Heiligtumer und Kulte. Studien zu antiken 

Heiligtumern. 2 vols. Heidelberg: Archaologie und Geschichte. 

Sobel, H. 1990. Hygieia: Die Gottin der Gesundheit. Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche 

Buchgesellschaft. 

Van Straten, Folkert. "Votives and Votaries in Greek Sanctuaries," in Richard Buxton (ed), Oxford 

Readings in Greek Religion. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000.  

Verbanck-Pierard, A. 2000. “Les Heros guerisseurs: des dieux comme les 

autres! A propos des cultes medicaux dans l’Attique classique.” In Heros 

et Heroines dans les mythes et les cultes grecs, edited by V. Pirenne-Delforge 

& E. Suarez de la Torre, 281‑332. Kernos Suppl. 10. Liege: Centre Internationale d’Etude de la 

Religion Grecque Antique. 

Vikela, E. 2006. “Healer Gods and Healing Sanctuaries in Attica. Similarities 

and Differences.” ARC 8: 41‑61 

Wickkiser, B.L. 2003. “The Appeal of Asklepios and the Politics of Healing 

in the Greco-Roman World.” Ph.D. diss., University of Texas at Austin. 

Wickkiser, B.L. 2006. “Chronicles of Chronic Cases and Tools of the Trade 

at Asklepieia.” ARG 8: 25‑40. 

Wickkiser, B.L. 2008. Asklepios, Medicine, and the Politics of Healing in Fifth- 

Century Greece: Between Craft and Cult. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University 

Press. 

Aspects of Ancient Greek Cult. Context, ritual, iconography (ed. Jesper Tae Jensen, George 

Hinge, Peter Schultz, Bronwen Wickkiser), 2009. 
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ΙΤΔ 185: Modernist Tendencies in European Painting During the Period 1880-1910: Pre-

Raphaelites, Symbolism, Art Nouveau, Fauvism, Expressionism (Lecture course) | 

Professor Evgenios D. Matthiopoulos 

The aim of the course is to study the early modernist trends in European painting during the 

period 1880-1910 and specifically: Pre-Raphaelitism, Symbolism, Art Nouveau, Fauvism and 

Expressionism. Emphasis will be placed on the particular stylistic and aesthetic pursuits 

developed within each movement. Their social-political and ideological conditions will be 

analyzed, as well as the theoretical opinions and public exhibitions developed within the above 

time frame. Further, the contribution of the most important artists of these trends will also be 

discussed. 


